
Nestled in the center of historic Smethport and framed and by the 
dramatically forested Allegheny Mountain lies the spectacular and 
unique Hamlin Lake.   Today Hamlin Lake is the center of recre-

ation including fishing, boating, tennis, a swimming pool, atheletic contests 
at nearby, connected, fields, picnicing and socialization.  
 
Since Smethport’s earliest days she has been blessed with the stunning 
beauty of picturesque Hamlin Lake.  For over 180 years Hamlin Lake has 
been a cultural and recreational center for townspeople and visitors.  Origi-
nally built as a mill pond to provide water power to drive the economy it 
has always also provided a festive location for variety of social activities.
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For more information go to the “Planet Smethport” 
website: http://www.smethporthistory.org 

RARE DIAMOND HIDDEN IN THE CENTER OF OUR SCENIC HILLS
© Les Jordan Photo

Originally donated as a park by the Hamlin family in 1929, massive renovations were finished in 
1978 to create the park that we know today.  photo credit: Warren Semmel Collection
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Fishing, rowboating and canoing have always been popular activies on Hamlin Lake.

John G. Coleman Collection

Hamlin Park is a popular destination for picnicing.  R.C. Gleason Collection 1895

In 1895 we swam in Hamlin Lake.  Today there is only swimming in the Park’s pool.  

SMETHPORT’S  
HAMLIN LAKE PARK

 scenicvisit

R.C. Gleason Collection 1895
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